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ANTI-HUMAN GREENS
WON'T USURP LABOR

The ALP may be weakened, but it is still
concerned with the wellbeing of the people

GARY JOHNS

HOLD fasl comrades, Greens
lcader Bob Brown's boast that one
day his party will displace l.aboris
idle. Labor’s brand may be lar-
nished, but it is not terminal.

The times conspire to give the
appearance thal Labor is lerminal.
The cycle of state governments is
running against Labor, its mem-
bership is dwindling and its stan-
dard bearer, the federal govern-
ment, is weak.

For Labor, minor omissions
have had major consequences.
Had NSW Liberals elected a bet-
ter leader than Peter Debnam,
Labor would have suffered a mild
defeat at the 2007 election and be
on the way back.

Labor is not alone in losing
members. Candidate selection,
campaigning and policy-making
have been outsourced from the
ranksin the other main parties.

The electorate is more respon-
sive to offers than to ideology,
which is not a good thing, but it is
not a peculiarly Laborproblem.
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And had senior members of
Labor’s federal caucus got to
Kevin Rudd before Julia Gillard
and Wayne Swan, Labor today
would have had an emissions
trading scheme in place (hope-
fully in mothballs waiting for the
rest of the world’s) and been re-
turnedinits ownright at last year’s
election.

Despite these travails, Labor
remains essentially humanist,
concerned with the needs, well-
being and interests of people.

The Greens, by contrast, will
never defend humanity against
nature. Brown regards humans as
tellurians, inhabitants of the
earlh, along with planls and ani-

mals. The Greens carelittlefor our
most important gift, our intelli-
gence, or lor our most important
human achievements, such as our
families and our nations. On these
grounds, the Greens can never be
amainstream party.

Picture Brown's address to (his
recently mooled) United Nalions
of all People. “Tellurians of the
world unite!” He gets no further
because a Chinese guard drags
him off stage as a dangerous cn-
vironmentalist and gay activist.

Bob, in the parliamenlt of the
world, China has the numbers.

The Greens will consume the
good upbringing thal f{amily

brings, the immense wealth,
heallh and comfort that human
ingenuity brings, and the political
stability that nation states bring,
but they will never defend them.
They may support wind, wave
and solar technologies, but when
lough decisions have Lo be made
about more people and the energy
and resources they will require,
the Greens always duck for cover
and wish there were fewer people.
Brown rails that Australia’s
uranium may “lurn up as deadly
radioactive materials in Japanese
fish and lettuce” and that “80,000
people have been evacuated [rom
[Brown's demented construet] the
Fukushima-Australia uranium
contaminalion zone”. He seems Lo
forget that 10,000 pecople were
killed by nature, none so far by the
human-created radioactivity.
The Greens are always against
war, but some wars are necessary.
When push comes to shove the
Greens will never defend democ-
racy against fascism or commu-
nism, Islamism, or indeed a
resource-hungry foe. They will

The Greens, by
contrast, will never
defend humanity
against nature
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never make the required invest-
menl in defence. Theirs is an
undergraduate debate about
“guns orbutter”.

The Greens delight in Lhe
threat of global warming. They
delight in stopping the genius of
capitalist economic development
in the service of humanity. In the
face of environmental threats
they retreat and hope they can
turn off the machine.

Each and every homosexual
man or woman understands the
family is the best known means for
heterosexual couples to procreate
and raise children. Withoul it,
there is no humanity. The family
as a human institution is under
enormous pressure in the face of
the great and positive forces of
women'’s equality, but its purloin-
ing by homosexual couples in the
name of equality is a step Loo far.
The Greens will choose niche
equality over family every time.

Brown says, “Here we are, the
most resource-rich nation in the
world, with serial governments
failing Lo take Lhe polilical lead
which this country and the whole
world wants.” But he wishes to
lock up our resources, lorever.
Coal, gas, and cvery mineral that
requires liquid fuels to power its
extraclion, which for the foresee-
ablefuturcisall of them, will cease
to be available to the poor hu-
manity of the world.

Labor (and indeed the Co-
alition) at times has been slow to
devise environmental policies, of-
tenforced by the Greens and envi-
ronmental groups, but they have
never made the mistake ofbecom-
ing anti-humanist.

Labor toyswith populationpol-
icy, it toys with gay marriage, it
toys with euthanasia and it toys
with animal rights. But if, at the
margin, there is a choice to be
made between people and nature,
it will, it it knows what is good for
it, remain wedded to a human
conception of history.

If it wanders down an anti-
humanist path in search of green
voles il risks ils major-parly
status. Be wary, comrades: envi-
ronment in the service of hu-
manity, yes; the rest of the Greens’
anti-humanist agenda, never.
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