
EUROPEAN PISSANTS,
HUMBUG HYPOCRISY
Australians should kowtow to the GARY JOHNS

Europeans on carbon? Not bloody likely
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SO that's decided, then, is it? Aus-
tralia is a pissant nation of tossers,
too afraid to throw in its lot with
European carbon traders and
open its borders to boatpeople.

Australia's critics among
them the BBC, The Economist,
Ross Garnaut, Julian Burnside QC
and Michael Grubb of Cambridge

have really had a field day in the
past fortnight.

Apparently, we are pissants be-
cause we are in the middle of
deciding public policy responses to
two particularly tough issues: cli-
mate change and boatpeople.

Our elders and betters worry
we may be coming down on the
"wrong side" of those issues.

By the way, pissant is an offens-
ive term meaning regarded as be-
ing of no importance, significance
or consequence. And tosser is an
offensive term meaning a person
(usually male) regarded as unin-
telligent or contemptible.

Well, let this pissant tosser ex-
plain what is happening in Aus-
tralia. Many Australians question
the benefit of being part of a non-
existent global carbon-trading
scheme and almost all want to
control their borders to deter
illegal immigration.

These are perfectly intelligent
positions and are of great signifi-
cance to Australians.

Australians are aware of the
consequences of their actions on
both issues. Australia does not
want to be at the negotiating table
with the important European
Union or UN forums when the
table involves trading its freedom
for few benefits. Australians prize
sovereignty. In every conceivable
sense of the term Australia is a suc-
cessful liberal democracy.

Australians are great joiners
but they do not regard themselves
as being at the arse-end of the
world and therefore desperate to
please important forums.

Many Australians have not
been impressed by Europe's heroic
climate change response of far-
fetched targets for the reduction of
greenhouse gases. Australians
know the only way Europe meets
its target is through the displace-
ment of manufactures to Asia.

Europeans may produce less
carbon dioxide, allegedly a result
of their carbon trading scheme,
but Europeans consume increas-
ing amounts of embedded carbon
in their goods and services.

Indeed, it was reported in The
Economist last year that emissions
made on their citizens' behalf else-
where in the world add a third or
more to most European countries'
emissions.

Pissant is Britain, by subsuming
the greatest common law jurisdic-
tion in the world under European
human rights law.

Pissant is a Europe that cannot
hold together the euro much

Australians question
the benefit of being
part of a nonexistent
global carbon-
trading scheme and
almost all want to
control their borders

longer because some of its coun-
tries Greece and Portugal come
to mind cannot balance a
budget.

Pissant is a European open-
door immigration policy that,
combined with its multicultural
policy, has been so badly handled
that what were once tolerant
societies have become far less so.

Pissant is a Germany that has
vowed to close its nuclear power
stations talk about a failure of
nerve.

Pissant is Britain which, while
announcing ever-more heroic tar-
gets to decarbonise its economy,
cannot collectively boil a kettle
after the evening episode of East-
Enders because its own power sta-
tions cannot cope. It draws on
French nuclear power to fill the
load. Swapping power across bor-
ders is clever; pretending the

source of power is part of decar-
bonisation is not.

Let me provide a little geo-
graphy lesson to those in the
metropolitan capitals where the
great and the good gather.

Britain, for example, sends del-
egates to the European Commis-
sion at Brussels. The poor old
Belgians are falling apart, unable
to decide whether they are Flem-
ish or French. Nevertheless, if ever
there were an equivalent EU com-
mission in Asia, Australian del-
egates would meet in Beijing. The
"AU" commissioners would be
heavily weighted to China.

Australia does not want to be
locked into an Asian forum that
resembles the straitjacket the EU
has become. Australians choose
carefully.

The statement by former prime
minister John Howard at the 2001
election, "We will decide who
comes to this country and the cir-
cumstances under which they
come", has bipartisan support.

Julia Gillard is belatedly at-
tempting to re-create the Howard
doctrine on illegal arrivals. The
number of people who wish to seek
Australia's protection will again be
determined by Australian officials,
in conjunction with UN High
Commissioner for Refugees offi-
cials, and not people-smugglers.

It is craven to believe that when
a UN human rights official, and
soon maybe a carbon cop, walks in
the door Australians have to stand
to attention and salute.

Australia helped write the
human-rights rule book. Australia
has among the cheapest and
cleanest carbon sources in the
world. Australia will not pretend
to decarbonise its economy.

Australia perforce may out-
source some of its manufactures; it
cannot outsource its resources.

Australia will sell these to Asia
and in the process lift millions
from poverty.

Australia's carbon production
will drive consumption in the
Third World, and in time develop-
ing countries' carbon footprint will
grow and then, like ours, moderate
when they have solved the needs
of their people.
GaryJohns@acu.edu.au
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